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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS... by Chelsea Stern 

Rally Day – Backpack Blessing
Sunday, August 22 • 9am / 11am Worship Services • 10 am 
Sunday School for all ages
On Rally Day in both worship services we will pray for  
students, teachers and families as a new school year and 
new Christian education year begins!  Students are welcome 
to bring their backpacks to worship and will receive some-
thing to place on their backpacks to remind them throughout the year that God 
loves them!  Sunday school will resume on this Sunday with all classes at 10:00 am.

Sunday School
Children’s Sunday School (grades 1-5) - Room 204 • Teachers: Cathi Simons/
Elizabeth Seeger
We will continue to enjoy the PCUSA curriculum “Growing in Grace and Gratitude”: 
our quarterly denominational curriculum for children ages 3-12. Children see 
God’s grace in the biblical narrative and in our world today. The curriculum  
provides age-appropriate opportunities for responses of gratitude through claiming,  
celebrating, praying and offering. Coloring illustrations accompany each Bible story 
to engage children visually. Each session will embrace children in the grace of God 
through engagement with the Bible that echoes reformed worship: gathering in 
God’s grace, responding in gratitude, and loving and serving God.

Youth Sunday School 
6th-12th grades • Youth Room 104 • Teachers: Rev. Eric Peterson/Maddison 
Edds
Youth will enjoy the curriculum “Echo the Story” from Sparkhouse for youth bible 
study. There are 36 sessions on the Bible to engage youth that uses storytelling to 
relate to God’s story to discover meaning and develop fresh insights. It engages 
youth with content designed for them, using creative writing, drawing, and group 
dialogue.

Adult Sunday School
Room 107 • Teacher: Dr. Gary Gosney
“Taking a Walk Through the Old Testament”: Resuming with the book of Joshua.

FEED MY SHEEP
We will gather for fun and fellowship while 
making sandwiches and sack lunches for 
our friends and neighbors in need. Our turn 
to provide meals is coming up and we are 
back to working together in person! GPC 
volunteers about 5 times per year to provide 
the meals and sack lunches served at Feed 
My Sheep (FMS) in downtown Temple. FMS 
provides meals to the homeless and low 
income families in our community every day. 
On average, they serve about 175-200 meals 
every day.

Tues, August 24 at 5:30pm - GPC 
Fellowship Hall - We are back to making  
sandwiches and assembling sack  
lunches together! We will prepare about 200  
sandwiches for 100 sack lunches (two [2]
sandwiches in each).

Wed, August 25 - Volunteers needed 
to deliver /serve meals - In addition to  
making sack lunches, we cook and serve a 
hot meal. We need about 4-6 people to help 
deliver and serve. We will meet at GPC at 
10:15 am on Wed, August 25, to transport 
and deliver the hot meal, sack lunches and 
other donations to FMS. Then we will serve 
meals until about 12:30 pm.

Other ways to help - Cookies:  Do you find 
joy in baking? You can bake 2 (or more) dozen 
cookies to be added to the hot meal served at 
FMS. Just bake your favorites and put them 
into baggies (2-3 per bag) and drop them off 
at the church by Tuesday, August 24.  Toiletry 
donations: The clients served by FMS are 
always in need of small, sample size or  
individually packaged toiletries, such as:   
feminine hygiene products, tooth-
brushes, toothpaste, combs, nail files or  
clippers, soap, shampoo/conditioner,  
sunscreen, etc. Toiletries can be left 
at the church in bags marked FMS in the  
classroom behind the kitchen at any time.  
Cutlery from your take-out meals:  Have 
you been ordering take-out meals and now 
have a surplus of wrapped, plastic cutlery?  
Please drop it off at the church and we will 
take your excess cutlery to FMS. Ready to 
volunteer or have questions? Contact Lori 
Lamb at (740) 403-7156, or at lorilamb12@
gmail.com. 

FEED MY SHEEP...
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MISSIONS. . .Seats for Students Fundraiser 
The goal of our Seats for Students Fundraiser is to 
provide 200 chairs for students in the South Sudan 
Mission School, which currently has approximately 350 
Kindergarten through 6th grade students enrolled.   
Imagine sending your child to school each day, know-
ing they would have to sit on the floor all day!   In the 
Primary Mission School of the South Sudan Education 
Mission, that is exactly what many of the children have 
to do.  Many of you heard our mission partner, Paul 
Both, talk about the rapid growth of the school, and his 
vision for even further expansion including a vocational  
component and a library for the school, which provides 
opportunities for young children to learn in a Christian environment, giving them a 
better chance of not only survival, but a better future in this war torn area of the 
world. Each chair is $10, and all funds collected will be used specifically for this  
purpose. This is also something that your own children or grandchildren might have 
fun supporting!  
If you would like to donate funds for one or more chairs, you can write a check to 
GPC with “SSEM chairs” in the memo line, or donate online through the GPC website. 
Thank you for your support! And if you would like to follow Paul Both and the work of 
the SSEM, you can visit the website at https://www.ssemhome.org 

FAMILY PROMISE
It’s that time again!  Our turn to host the Family Promise families is right around the 
corner.  We, as a congregation, are responsible to prepare and deliver evening meals 
to all our guests at both our own Grace annex house and the North 22nd Avenue 
Family Promise Day Center.  We will serve in this way from Sunday, August 15 
through Friday, August 20.  
Please prayerfully consider how you and your family can live your faith to God by 
serving others who are experiencing a very uncertain and stressful time in their lives.  

If you feel called to volunteer or need more information, please call Martha Tabarlet  
at (254) 931-0373 (anytime after 2pm, any day).  

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N 
It’s Official! We’ve Got Great News

Our 2021 Backpack Buddies fundrais-
er was a complete success! Thanks to 
your generosity, eighty (80) deserving 
youngsters will be able to start school 
with new backpacks that are filled with 
all the requisite school supplies for their 
grade level. It is wonderful to think 
how something that means so much 
to them now is, in reality, a long-term  
investment in their future and ours. 

Horizons Bible Study Kick-Off Supper
Open to all women of the church and 
their guests, this event has tradition-
ally been held on the Monday after  
Labor Day, so keep an eye on upcoming  
issues of  our monday messenger 
(weekly email updates) and start  
making plans to attend an evening 
of fun, good food, Christian fellow-
ship, and the first lesson in this year’s  
Horizons Bible Study.  Hope to see you 
there!
 
D E A C O N S  C O R N E R
These days, as the pandemic begins to 
wane and life and the church returns 
to normal, it is important to recog-
nize the service of those individuals 
who worked tirelessly to bring our 
church worship to us.  We have missed 
so much the actual contact (face to 
face) with others during this endless  
pandemic, and now we can begin to 
interact with each other again. 
The Deacons have missed all of you 
too, and sometimes it has seemed 
that we might never get to see 
each other, yet the opportunity to  
reconnect is happening now and  
we are all  breathing a sigh of relief.  So 
let us reconnect with each other and our 
God and give thanks for the blessing of  
fellowship.             --James Beall, Deacon 

D E A C O N S  B E R E AV E M E N T  C O M M I T T E E
Now that we are getting back to normal times, the Deacons Bereavement Committee 
will again start providing refreshment for post-funeral and/or memorial services for 
the families and friends of the deceased.  

If you can help by furnishing cookies, sandwiches, fruit trays or other items please 
call the church, talk with Sharon or call/email: Norma Swaim:  228-9443, 742-1074 
or email:  Normafs1948@gmail.com.   Your help in this ministry will be greatly  
appreciated.

STUDENT MINISTRY (GRADES 6-12)  Youth Fellowship and Sunday School kick 
off on Sunday, August 22.  For more information and details, contact Eric Peterson.

T-SHIRT  FUNDRAISER The Christian Education Committee is hosting a t-shirt  
fundraiser from now to mid-August. The front of the t-shirt features the new church logo that 
was approved by the Session back in May. You may order a blue and/or purple shirt. The pricing 
for a child size t-shirt is $15 and an adult size t-shirt is $20. All proceeds will go to funding for the 
Youth Ministry for future mission work, youth conferences and fellowship activities. You will see 
a place on your order for worship where you can put your name, size, color, quantity and tear it 
out and place in one of the offering plates in the narthex OR you can order online and go to the 
GIVE tab on our website and select T-Shirt fundraiser and pay by credit card. Please order and 
have your payment by Sunday, August 15. For any questions or inquiries, feel free to contact Eric Peterson in the church office. 
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MEALS ON WHEELS
If you are interested in 
being a substitute/regular 
cook or milk delivery driver, 
please contact Carolyn Van 
Winkle at 254.742.5011 or  
golfcartmom@hotmail.com

G R A C E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
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Current office hours: 
Mon - Thursdays

8am - 4pm

C H I L D R E N ’ S  M I N I S T R Y
CHILDREN & WORSHIP - We hope you are worshiping with us on Sunday mornings either in 
person or online. Children are always welcome in worship!  We are providing worship bags with 
children’s bulletins and activities for those who attend worship in person.  9:30 am Worship, 
masks are required/11:00 am Worship, masks are encouraged.  Nursery care is provided for 
children infants – Kindergarten for both worship services in person.  Reservations are no longer 
required, but children 3 and older are required to wear a mask in the nursery and in Sunday 
School classrooms. We thank you for helping us keep everyone well and comfort-
able.  If you are worshiping online, children’s bulletins (younger and older ages) 
are provided on our Children’s Ministry web page. :  https://gpctemple.webs.com/
children-s-ministry

LOGOS - Wednesday Night Children/Jr. High Ministry Fellowship  
will resume Wednesday, September 22 and go through Wednesday, December 8. 
More information about schedule and themes will be in the September Grace Notes. 

M U S I C  M I N I S T RY K I C K - O F F  G AT H E R I N G  -  W E D ,  S E P T E M B E R  1  •  5 : 3 0 P M
All who are interested in participating in choir, handbells or instrumental music ministry are 
invited to join us for a cook-out supper and rehearsal at the home of Bill and Carla Stanley.   Bill 
and Carla will provide hot dogs and all are asked to bring a side or dessert to share.  Please email 
Chelsea for the address or any questions at chelsea@gpctemple.org

 Janice Smith  8/1
 Pat Church  8/3
 Rena Taylor  8/5
 Priscilla Heard  8/6
 Nancy Spicer-Scott 8/6
 Jordan Brashear  8/7
 Sylvia Wiley  8/7
 Sharon Owen  8/8
 Tony Owen  8/8
 Katie Herman-Wells 8/12
 Thom Lamb  8/12
 Jennie Miller  8/12
 Tom Enloe  8/13
 Kelly Garcia  8/14
 John Hale  8/14
 John Burrough  8/15
 Lara Miller  8/15
 Betsy Smith  8/15
 Deborah Davis  8/16
 Marshall Powell  8/19
 John Elwood  8/20
 Millie Henn  8/21
 John Wurster  8/23
 Larry Lawrence  8/24
 Glenda McDorman 8/25
 Jeannie Milbery  8/25
 Gary Gosney  8/27
 Fancy Jezek  8/27
 Diana Mayes  8/27
 JoAnna Moul  8/29
 Donna Bowling  8/30
 Cassie Vose-Vorbach 8/31

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
CELEBRATE!

R E C E P T I O N  F O R  B R I A N  TA N A K A
Please mark your calendar and plan to join us 
immediately following the 11 am worship service on 
Sunday, August 15, in the Fellowship Hall.  We
will take this time to say farewell to  
Brian Tanaka, our pianist/organist,  
to thank him for his many gifts to the 
 music ministry at this church and to  
wish him well as he seeks to discern  
God’s call to him.  Light refreshments 
will be served so please plan to join us! If you 
would like to give a love offering to him, please 
make checks payable to Grace Presbyterian Church,  
noting on the memo line ‘Brian Love Offering’. 
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PLACE LABEL HERE

childcare available

in person & online worship:
9:30/11am 

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.   
Click the links above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

weekly messenger
Every Monday we have the church weekly messenger  with 
things either coming up that week or in the near future.  If 
you are not on this list to receive it and would like to, email 
the church office at office@gpctemple.org.

STAY CONNECTED
Have you moved, made an address or phone change?   
We need your help to keep our membership records accurate.  Please let the church office know if you change your home 
address, email, cell phone, or if you replaced your land line with a cell phone.  
To make any of the above change, contact Sharon in the church office at  office@gpctemple.com or call us at 254.773.2134.  

We have multiple ways to GIVE:
• Online giving-Click HERE to give online!
• Drop off! Drive thru the drive up covered lane and drop it in the  mailbox.  

No need to get out of the car!
• Bring to worship on Sunday or drop off in the church office during office hours:  

Monday thru Thursday, 8am -4pm.
• Mail your offering! Mail to 2401 S. 57th Street, Temple, TX 76504

grace prayer ministry
Did you know that we have a prayer ministry? If you would like 
to be added to the email prayer chain to receive updates and 
prayer requests, please let the church office know by emailing 
us.
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